
I N  T H I S  I S S U E  O F  P E R S P E C T I V E

What ultimately makes excellent professors is the passion we 
feel for our subject area. It is immensely rewarding and energizing 
to witness colleagues across campus bring to bear their years of 
commitment, dedication, and engagement with their content upon 
their classroom teaching.  We are pleased to present this issue of 
Perspective, devoted to the examination of how faculty are using 
their content knowledge and professional skills to enliven the 
classroom experience for BYU–Idaho students.  Within this issue, 
you will not only read about how faculty members from a variety 
of disciplines have found ways to prepare students to engage in 
their fields through educational and professional development, 
but also encouragement toward the love of art, beauty, health, 
and religious understanding.  These professors invite us to 
think about using our content knowledge and practical methods 
in the classroom for encouraging better skills training, better 
engagement with students, better lifelong learning, and better 
exploration of larger life and moral questions.  

From the perspective of improving practices and teaching 
skills, English professor Mark D. Bennion writes an introspective, 
third-person narrative of the day in the life of a writing teacher, 
and the tensions and rewards of engaging students in the great 
skill of writing.  Math professor Garrett Saunders makes a case 
for R programming and the potential of this software program for 
teaching students core values of industry, thrift, and teaching one 
another. And Theater professors Richard J. Clifford and Alex Smith 
explore the elements of effective role playing experiences in the 
classroom, and offer insightful suggestions for cultivating learning 
and evaluation through role-play.  

From the perspective of the personal application of content, 
Psychology professor Rob Wright discusses the application of 
health psychology to healthy living, which can ultimately reduce 
stress, promote healthy habits, and transform lifestyles. Biology 
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professor Todd Kelson discusses the predictive implications of 
modern genetic research. He poses questions regarding lifestyle 
and behavior posed by genetically identifiable tendencies. 

From the perspective of engaging larger questions, Music 
professor Nadine Luke describes an artistic and spiritual history 
of beauty and articulates the need for aesthetic appreciation and 
beauty’s role in suffering. History professor Tyson Yost identifies 
four guidelines for comparative religion. Moving past simple 
standards of comparison, he draws from personal experience 
and academic research to provide a basis for effective dialogue 
between religions. And Biology professor Jason Hunt shows 
how even though the Foundations Capstone class was counted 
a failure, we can still find valuable insights from the course into 
the essential progression of students from dualistic thinking to 
commitment within relativism. 

And from the perspective of societal activism, Home and 
Family/Preschool professor Betty McQuain discusses the history 
of child advocacy, and details what LDS educators, parents, and 
individuals can do to continue a grand legacy, protecting and 
empowering children for years to come. 

We invite you to read and carefully consider how the ideas 
and attitudes presented by these faculty members might help you 
to improve your own teaching, your professional and instructional 
development, your skills and content mastery, and your own 
engagement with students.


